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Heads of educational hodies
guit on personal grounds: HRD

PNS m NEW DELHI

he Centre on Monday clar-
ified that the resignations of
heads of some educational bod-
ies, including II'T-Delhi, were
“entirely on personal reasons”
and dismissed suggestions that
they stepped down because of
pressure from the HRD Ministry.
In a written reply in the
Rajya Sabha, HRD Minister
Smriti Irani said since “the res-
ignation were on personal rea-
sons, no inquiry was called for”.
The reply was in response to a
question from the House mem-
ber, Harivansh, whether the
resignation of eminent persons
such as Anil Kakodkar, R
Shevgaonkar was due to pres-
sure from the Ministry to
appoint preferred persons.
“Dr Anil Kakodkar, chair-

person, BoG, IIT Bombay
requested to be relieved from his
responsibilities as chairperson
but agreed to continue till end
of his tenure on May 11, 2015.
Prof R Shevgaonkar, Director
IIT Delhi submitted his resig-
nation due to personal rea-
sons. The Board of Governor
(BoG) of II'T Delhi desired that
in the larger interest of the insti-
tute, Shevgaonkar should con-
tinue as Director. Therefore the
board endorsed the resignation
which was accepted on June 1,
2015, Irani said.

The resignations of
Kakodkar and Shevgaonkar had
kicked off a huge controversy in
academic circles amid accusa-
tions that the Ministry was
interfering the academic matters
of institutes of higher learning.

In regards to resignation of

former director of NCERT
Parvin Sinclair, Irani said she
had sought “pre-mature repa-
triation” from her post on
“personal grounds” She was
repatriated to her parent office
and relieved from NCERT on
October 20, 2014.
Uncontirmed report, how-
ever, suggest a probe has been
ordered against her by the
Ministry. The Minister also
talked about the Vice Chancellor
of University of Hyderabad, say-
ing he submitted his resignation
on personal ground and demit-
ted office on January 28, 2015.
The V-C of Assam
University also submitted that
he was unable to continue
because of some family con-
siderations and requested to
treat the request as letter of res-
ignation, the Minister said.
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Class XI1 marks may soon not count for in engineering
admissions

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/Class-X11-marks-may-soon-not-count-for-in-engineering-
admissions/articleshow/48335663.cms?

MUMBAI: Students may not require their Class XII board marks for admissions to all central engineering
institutes, other than I1Ts, from next year or by 2017, if a Central Seat Allocation Board (CSAB)
recommendation is accepted by the ministry of human resource development. On the other hand, the
competitive exam may be held a tad earlier next year, for authorities say that additional time is required for the
admission process.

Following the delay in submission of Class XII scores by boards to the CBSE and glitches in the scores of some
students during this year's admission process, the CSAB will be strongly recommending admissions only on the
basis of JEE (Main) scores. It means, the 40% weightage given to Class XII scores for admissions to NITs and
other GFTIs (other than 11Ts) may be scrapped.

The CSAB, which is part of the Joint Seat Allocation Authority (JOSAA), will be making the recommendation
in this year's admission report.
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M P Singh, coordinator of the Central Seat Allocation Board (CSAB) from NIT-Patna, who was part of the
JOoSAA 2015, said: "Many of the 47 higher secondary boards in the country are not sending their scores on time
to the CBSE. Some of them are not submitting it in the pro forma given by the board, leading to discrepancies.
Keeping in mind students' interests, we will be asking the apex body to conduct admissions only on the basis of
the JEE (Main) scores."

The first-ever joint seat allocation process was delayed by almost a week this year as the CBSE did not get
Class XII scores from all boards on time. Instead of June 25, the process began on July 1, leading to a delay in
the academic session at the premier institutes.

Another JoSAA official said, "There were some students whose marks were higher than what they actually
scored in their Class XII. Such students managed to get a seat on the basis of the 'hiked' score in the joint seat
allocation process. This came to light only during the document-verification step, when it was too late to make
changes.” He added, "Though the number of such cases was not very high, some of the deserving candidates
may have lost out on their merit seat due to such discrepancies."

While the CSAB, as part of their JOSAA report, will recommend the change, the Joint Entrance Examination
Apex Board has also set up a sub-committee to review the process of allotting JEE (Main) ranks. Class XII
scores were taken into account to calculate the JEE (Main) ranks since 2012, when the two-tier exam process
(JEE Main and JEE Advanced) was introduced for the first time. After three years of implementation, the apex
board will be reviewing the process introduced to control the proliferation of private coaching institutes in the
country.

Ashok Misra, chairperson of the JEE Apex Board, confirmed that the sub-committee will assess the process of
calculating the JEE (Main) ranks — the 60-40 weightage given to the Main and Class XII scores — and submit
its report soon.

When the JOSAA met after counselling closed, it also felt the need to look back at the process and finetune it for
the next year. While the online filling of institute and course choices started on July 1 this year, the committee
felt that the process required an additional 15 days at least.

"For the process to be smooth, we have recommended that it be started at least 15 days before we started it this
year," said JOSAA co-chairman Devang Khakhar. The entire admission process takes about a month and
officials felt that if the schedule were to be spread out to 1.5 months, admissions would be smoother.

"That will mean advancing the exam by half a month. For, after the two tests (JEE Main and JEE Advanced),
we also allow candidates to view their answer sheets and get their feedback, before we finally declare the
results. That entire process is also spread out by a month,” said another IIT director.

If the next committee advances the entire process, both JEE (Main) and JEE (Advanced) will have to be pushed
back. "We also have to keep all the state board exams in mind. In some states, the Class XII exam runs into late
April and we need to give candidates a breather before they can take the competitive tests,” said a former JEE
chairman.



Page 8 of 10

JOoSAA admission 2015 concludes; No Spot Round this time

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/iit-nit-admissions-end/1/455903.html

The Joint Seat Allocation Authority 2015 (JOSAA 2015) joint admission process for 87 premier institutes
including 18 Indian Institutes of Technology (11Ts), the Indian School of Mines Dhanbad (ISM Dhanbad), 31
National Institutes of Technology (NITs), 18 Indian Institutes of Information Technology (I11Ts) and 18 other
Government Funded Technical Institutes (GFTIs), has now ended.

The Joint Seat Allocation Authority (JOSAA) has extended the date for the seat acceptance for the fourth round
of seat allotment through Joint Engineering Examination (JEE).

The results of the fourth round of seat allotment for admissions to 1ITs, NITs and other technical institutes was
to be declared on July 22, initially and the selected candidates had been allowed to accept or reject the seats
allotted to them by July 26.

However, the authorities have decided to extend this date up till July 28.

For the academic year 2015, JOSAA will have a no spot round, according to which the seat acceptance fee for
candidates who have been allotted a seat and reported in any Reporting Center (RC) will not be refunded.

The Central Seat Allocation Board (CSAB) will be taking a decision on August 5 regarding the vacant seats in
the NIT system. The aspirants must visit the JOSAA website josaa.nic.in or the CSAB website csab.nic.in after
August 5 for information regarding the seats.

Follow Your Dreams to Attain Success: 11Sc Director To
Students

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/bengaluru/Follow-Y our-Dreams-to-Attain-Success-11Sc-Director-To-
Students/2015/08/03/article2954685.ece

BENGALURU: Students should follow their dreams to attain success in life, Indian Institute of Science director
Anurag Kumar said here on Sunday.

Delivering the inaugural address to the second batch of B Tech students of PES University, Prof Kumar said,
“Most successful persons have followed their own convictions which had an important role to play in their
success. It is important for the students to follow their dreams.” “Being a professional today, especially in the
field of science and technology, requires the exploration of a huge amount of knowledge and its assimilation by
personal practice and experience. In the modern competitive world, the top echelons of any profession are only
for the dedicated and the hard working few,” he told the students.

He said while the students’ dreams or convictions might suggest one course, the advice from well-wishers
might dictate an alternative course. “Though the dream road is full of thorns, one should not forget that your
hard work will yield good results,” he said.

Speaking about the proposed IIT for the state, PES University president M R Doreswamy and former MLC
said, “As the state government is still thinking about a place to establish the IIT, I appeal to the state to establish
it in a place near Bengaluru. It may be Chikkaballapura or Mysuru.”
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[1Sc team wins Google award for innovation

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/493227/iisc-team-wins-google-award.html|

A team of researchers from the Indian Institute of Science (11Sc) won the Google Pitch Fest in Zurich for their
innovation — a waste-water filtration technique.

The system can transform highly contaminated water into clean water with zero wastage of water. It is especially of use
to people with limited access to resources such as in remote areas, those stuck in disaster hit areas and armies that
usually operate in such conditions.

Developed by Dr Sanjiv Sambandan of the Flexible Electronics Lab, Department of Instrumentation and Applied Physics
and his team, the technology is membrane-less, chemical-free and scalable from a hand-held water bottle to a large
community-based system.

The mechanism

An electric field is used to polarise tiny impurities and cluster them into larger chunks. These can then be removed by
low cost meshes which can be cleaned and re-used. With just 100 MW of power needed for purifying one litre of very
poor quality water, the system is highly efficient. This implies that the hand-held bottle purifier can be powered by a
hand crank, battery or solar cell.

“The motivation was that clean water be available to people in the remotest areas and that the solution be inexpensive
and almost maintenance free,” said Sanjiv.

His team had earlier won the Gandhian Young Innovator Award in 2013 for building a blueprint of the filtration system
on a printed circuit board that could purify 1 microliter of water in a minute.

Although far from a usable product, a proof of concept was established.
Until now, the project was funded by various centres at 11Sc — Division of Physical and Mathematical Sciences, Robert
Bosch Centre for Cyber Physical Systems, Centre for Infrastructure, Sustainable Transport and Urban Planning. The team

is however looking at finding more sources of funding and manufacturing partners so that it can be made into a
commercial product.

I IM-A director meets Gadkari, tender apology

http://www.nagpurtoday.in/iim-a-director-meets-gadkari-tender-apologqy/08030630

Nagpur: IIM-A director meets Gadkari After the 1IM-Nagpur inauguration invitation fiasco, director of I1IM-
Ahmadabad Prof Ashish Nanda met union minister Nitin Gadkari personally at his residence and tendered
apology, said sources. Prof Nanda had earlier sent a letter of apology to the minister on the issue.

Gadkari had played a major role in bringing the first 1M in Nagpur. However, during the inauguration of the
programme, the invitation of the programme was not properly prepared as per the protocols and sent to the
minister. Gadkari had not attended the inauguration programme.

Following this, the director of 11IM-A Prof Nanda personally met Gadkari and tendered an apology for the
incident. During the meeting, he also briefed Gadkari about the 1IM-N and requested him to visit the IIM-N
campus.
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11SC announces GATE 2016 exam dates: Check out other
Important details

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/gate-2016/1/455882.html

I1SC has announced the exam dates for GATE (Graduate Aptitude Test in Engineering) 2016. The exam is
expected to take place on January 30 till February 7 next year. I11SC, Bangalore conducts the exam to provide
admission to students in Master of Engineering degree programs. The score obtained in GATE 2016 will be
valid for a period of three years only from the date of announcement of results.

GATE 2016 will be jointly administered by the 11Sc and seven 11T's namely Mumbai, Delhi, Kanpur, Roorkee,
Madras, Kharagpur, Guwahati.

From September 1, the online registration for GATE will commence and the last date for online filling of forms
is October 1.

The syllabi for GATE 2016 papers have been revised and differs from those of GATE 2015. Earlier there were
total 22 papers, but now after the introduction of a new stream namely, Petroleum Engineering (PE) the total
number of papers is 23. The duration of the examination will be 3 hours. There will be 65 questions and
maximum marks will be 100. The examination will be an online computer based test (CBT), which will contain
multiple choice questions (MCQ).

One change that has been introduced this year is that now an online virtual calculator will be provided to all
examinees during the examination, whereas earlier students used to get their own calculators.

The candidates can download their admit cards from the official website of GATE 2016.

Eligibility criteria

The candidates should have passed B.E./B.Tech/B.Arch/B.Pharma and M.Sc/M.A./MCA and Int M.E./M.Tech
or dual degree and Int M.E./M.Tech (Post B.Sc) and professional society examinations (equivalent to
B.E/B.Tech/B.Arch) with good marks from any recognized university.

Application process

The candidates can apply online by visiting to the official website of GATE Exam.

Important dates

The registration for GATE 2016 will commence from September 1

The last date for submission of online application is October 1
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